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Her Excellency, 
Honorable Ministers, 
Esteemed colleagues and delegates,

It is my honor to address you at this important meeting, on behalf of UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund. This is the largest gathering during the last decade of professionals, experts and dedicated practitioners in the area of family planning and reproductive health.
I would especially like to thank the Bill and Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and Makerere University School of Public Health for organizing this landmark conference and bringing us all here to beautiful Uganda. And I would like to thank the First Lady of Uganda, Janet Museveni, for her addressing us in this conference and her unwavering commitment to address the root causes of maternal and child mortality.
Family planning has been one of the biggest development and public health successes of the second half of the 20th century. It has saved millions of lives of women and children and has changed the face of the world. Today 63 per cent of women of reproductive age in developing countries use a method of family planning. That’s an impressive achievement considering that in 1960, that number was just 10 per cent. 
Fifteen years ago, in Cairo in 1994, 179 governments bolstered by civil society, took historic steps forward at the International Conference on Population and Development. They defined reproductive rights as human rights, recognized sexual health as a component of reproductive health, and called for universal access to reproductive health care by 2015. 
The ICPD vision includes equality between women and men in reproductive decision-making, voluntary choice in determining the number and timing of one’s children, and freedom from sexual violence, coercion, discrimination and other harmful practices. 
The ICPD sought to embed family planning in a more comprehensive vision of reproductive health in contrast with narrowly focused, demographically motivated programming. It succeeded but unintentionally belittled family planning and its positive contributions to development.
Family planning is the best documented practice to reduce maternal mortality, as it is critical in preventing unintended pregnancies and unsafe abortions. Ensuring access to modern contraceptives has the potential to reduce maternal deaths by up to 40 per cent. The benefits of family planning are substantial. Each year, modern contraceptives prevent 2.7 million needless infant deaths and the loss of 60 million years of healthy life. 
Family planning is also instrumental in preventing morbidities such as obstetric fistula and lowering transmission of HIV. Currently over 90 per cent of infants and young children with HIV are thought to have been infected by their parents. Meeting the need for family planning among women with HIV infection, and in communities where there is a generalized HIV epidemic, will prevent a large share of new infections. 
But voluntary family planning is not only about services, it is also about empowerment, allowing women to have choices in their lives. When women enjoy equal rights and opportunities, they have the means to participate in society and contribute to peace and security. When women are healthy and empowered, they are able to deliver for their families, communities and nations. Their newborns are more likely to survive and their children to thrive, creating a better life for all.
In that sense, family planning is one of the most cost-effective interventions in development. We know that the returns on family planning for communities and nations are much greater than what it costs to provide. Investment in contraceptive services significantly reduces public spending on health and on other services over the long run due to slower population growth. 
However, despite all that has been achieved, family planning is still an incomplete agenda. Today, more than 200 million women want to use safe and effective family planning methods, but are unable to do so because they lack access to information and services or the support of their husbands and communities. An estimated 75 million women in developing countries have unintended pregnancies each year and almost 20 million women undergo unsafe abortion.
We must also remember that family planning services are needed for women and girls in situations of conflict and crisis. Rape has become a weapon of war and of mass humiliation, and women risk becoming pregnant against their will if emergency contraception is not readily available. Violence against women, coerced sexual activity and child marriage are all situations of abuse where family planning has a role to play.  
Moreover, with the largest generation of adolescents in history entering their reproductive years, it is estimated that the requirements to meet family planning demand will grow by 40 per cent by mid-century. Adolescents and youth are becoming sexually active at a younger age. Voluntarily or not, they are at greater risk of HIV and unwanted pregnancy. 
While noting this, we must also remember that we must see young people not as beneficiaries of our aspirations, but as shapers of their own dreams and futures, and partners in development. We all have an obligation to tap in to their knowledge and capacities, and fully involve them in the response to the challenges before us.
UNFPA sees family planning as a cornerstone of the reproductive health agenda. The Fund supports programmes that improve access to and affordability of family planning services, offer a broad selection of choices, reflect high standards of quality of care and are sensitive to cultural conditions. 
UNFPA is committed to closing the gap between the number of individuals and couples who use contraceptives and those who would like to want its benefits. Thanks to our wonderful partnerships with governments, sister UN agencies, the World Bank, the private sector and civil society, the tide is turning. 
After years of responding to ad-hoc requests from countries for technical assistance and supplies for family planning, UNFPA developed the Global Programme to Enhance Reproductive Health Commodity Security. The Global Programme assists countries in planning for their own reproductive health needs, allowing them to move towards more predictable and sustainable, country-driven approaches to securing supplies, and ensuring their use. 
UNFPA welcomes the strong regional support for family planning here in Africa. The Maputo Plan of Action for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 2007 – 2010 acknowledges that comprehensive reproductive health, including family planning, is core to the African developmental agenda. And about a month ago, in Addis Ababa, a high level meeting of Ministers, Parliamentarians and civil society called for making family planning a priority for maternal health, for investing in adolescents, and prioritizing sexual and reproductive health in health system strengthening, building on the recognition that a health system that can deliver for women and children is a health system that will benefit all.
To move ahead, we must match this growing momentum with growth in resources. It is clear that leadership and resources will mean the difference between success and failure. An additional dollar invested in voluntary family planning comes back at least four times in saved expenses. It would cost the world 23 billion dollars per year to stop women from having unintended pregnancies and dying in childbirth, and to save millions of newborns – less than 10 days of global military spending.
Let’s make sure that this conference sends a clear message: Now is the time to reenergize family planning. 
Voluntary family planning saves lives, it helps break the cycle of poverty, empowers women and eases pressure on scarce resources. Family planning is a documented development and a public health success that deserves far greater recognition, and renewed and increased attention. You can count on UNFPA to help achieve this.
Thank you 
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